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DESCRIPTION OF PHONEMES 



There are 26 phonemes comprised of 22 consonants (Chart 1) and 4 
vowels (Chart 2). 

The norm for articulation of the stops is that they are voiceless 
and unaspi rated but all other consonants are voiced. Both stops 
and nasals are differentiated at 6 points of articulation. A 
seventh contrast is introduced by secondary articulation, rounding, 
of the labio-velars. Laterally released consonants are articulated 
at 4 points with evidence that one of those consonants /I/ probably 
has its source in borrowings from the mainland. The semi -consonants 
also contrast at 4 points. 

The vowels contrast between front and back and high and low tongue 
positions. 



1.1 



CONSONANTAL PHONEMES 



1.1.1 CONTRASTS BETWEEN CONSONANTS HAVING SIMILAR MANNER OF 
ARTICULATION 

Stops 

The stops cotrlrast at bilabial, inter-dental, alveolar, lamino- 
palatal, retroflex and velar points of articulation. The seventh 
contrast is the labio-velar. 

Word-medial 



/mapa/ 

/mata/ 

/tif^apata/ 

/matya/ 

/amata/ 

/-maka/ 

/ma kwa / 



^ there' 

'ear' 

'spear (type)' 

' shark species' 

'grass' 

'mood suffix' 

'neap tide' 
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CHART 1 
Consonants 





Bi-labial 


1 nter- 
denta 1 


1 — ■• 

Alv. 


Lam i no- 
Pa latal 


1 ■■■ 

Retro- 
f lex 


Velar 


La b i 0- 
velar 


Stops 


P 


i 


t 


ty 


t 


k 


kw 


Nasa 1 s 


m 


jQ 


n 


ny 


n 





QW 


Laterals 




J. 


1 


ly 


(J) 






Semi- 
consonants 


w 




r 


y 


^ 







CHART 2 

PHONEME FEATURE CHART 

Vowels 





Front 


Non-front 


High 


1 


u 


Non-high 


e 


a 
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Nasa Is 

The nasals contrast at bilabial, inter-dental, alveolar, lamino- 
palatal, retroflex and velar points of articulation. The seventh 
contrast is the labio-velar. 

Word-medial (open syllables) 





/mama/ 


'no matter' 




/yinana/ 


' na i 1 ' 




/enena/ 


'this' 




/yaranya/ 


'cicada' 




/yirjana/ 


' snake' 




/y inaQa/ 


'grub species' 




/QaQwa/ 


'father' 




Word-medial (closed syllables) 




/minta/ 


'p lant species' 




/eminta/ 


'nose' 




/anta/ 


'p lant species' 




/anta/ 


'elbow' 




/mantya/ 


'bees' eggs' 




/-manytya/ 


'on' 


Latera Is 







The latera Is contrast at inter-denta I , alveolar, I ami no-pa lata I 
and retroflex points of articulation. 



Word media I 

/Qaia/ 
/y imaQa I a/ 
/aoa lya/ 
/ma I uwi ya/ 

/aia/ 
/a lya/ 



she' 

woomera ' 
p I ace' 



emu 



i rr i tant ' 



s lime 
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The phoneme /]/ is rare, being found in only a small number of words, 
apart from the names of a few people having mainland connections, e.g. 
Kajaja and Papapaji. Most other words have been traced to mainland 



cognates. 








/majuwiya/ 


'emu' 


GupupuyQU 


/majwiya/ 


/pajuwura/ 


'grass species' 


GupupuyrjU 


/Jarwar/ 


/atyarkaja/ 


'fish species' 


GupupuyQU 


/watyarkaj i/ 


/awuruQaJ itya/ 


'plant species' 


Nunggubuyu 


/oal ity/ 


/amari ja/~/amara la/ 


'heron species' 


Nunggubuyu 


/mara: J a/ 


/yimpari la/ 


'mythical being' 






Semi -consonants 









The semi -consonants contrast at bi-labial, alveolar, 
and retroflex points of articulation. 



I ami no-pa lata I 



Word-medial 
/awa/ 
/ara/ 
/iaya/ 
/nara/ 

/aQwura/ 
/aQwura/ 



' I iver' 
'forehead' 
'snake species' 



no' 



^f ire' 



The semi -consonants /w/ and /y/ have been interpreted as such 
because no unambiguous vowel sequences have been observed. This 
interpretation conforms to the corresponding unambiguous syllable 
shape CV. 

In fast speech the semi -consonants /w/ and /y/ are very lightly 
articulated but they still act as distinct syllable boundaries. 

In word-initial position, the semi -consonant /y/ is not articulated 
preceding /i/ followed by a lam i no-pa lata I . 



/yityara/ 
/yi lyampara/ 
/yinyaku-wiyita/ 
/yiyepur ikpa/ 



[ ityara] 
[ i lyampaf^a] 
[ inyakuwiyita] 
[ iyepur ikpa] 



'bird species' 
'bird species' 
'straight chest' 
'shark species' 
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These words have been interpreted as /yi/ to conform with the non- 
suspect pattern of the y.. noun class. 



/y ina/ 


[ y i na ] 


^knee' 


/ya lyukwa/ 


[ ya 1 yu kwa ] 


^ ra i n ' 


/yaruma/ 


[ yaruma] 


'big' 



The alveolar phoneme has two allophones, the alveolar flap [r] and 
the alveolar trill [i^]. These allophones occur in free variation, 
but the trill tends to be used in precise speech and for emphasis. 

I nter-denta I s 



The articulation of the inter-dental series /t/, /n/ and /J,/ is 
essentially laminal. The tongue tip position varies from inter- 
dental to dental according to the speaker. 



Waters, Bruce E., editor. 1981. Australian phonologies: Collected papers. Work 
Papers of SIL-AAIB series A, 5. Darwin: Summer Institute of Linguistics. 269 p. 



